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News release Stellar Winery         July 2011
Stellar Winery moving to Fair for Life fair trade system

Following a detailed review, South Africa’s Stellar winery has announced they they are to move from the FLO Fairtrade system to Fair for Life, a Swiss-based fair trade auditor and the social and fairtrade arm of IMO (Institute for Marketecology). The decision has been made in order to maximise the benefits to its workers and communities. Since 2004, Stellar Winery has been a certified FLO Fairtrade producer. The reasons for entering the fair trade system were to build a sustainable business, to work and grow in harmony with the environment, to provide opportunity for workers to improve their lives and aspire to their highest potential and to exist in harmony with, and add value to, the surrounding communities.
Managing director Willem Rossouw says, "Seven years on, the company’s vision has become a reality. We believe more than ever that the fair trading system is the best chance we have as a company to realise these aims. Since 2004, Stellar has evolved from a wine cellar and five organic farms to a multi-estate, bringing a total of 14 independently-owned farms under a fair trade umbrella.  This means that a significantly greater number of workers and several more communities in the Lower Olifants River Valley benefit from fair trade sales.“ 

All workers in the winery and on the fourteen farms have a 26% shareholding in the winery and viable agricultural land through their membership of the Stellar Empowerment Trust. The newly launched non-profit organisation, The Stellar Foundation, will manage the projects on the farms and in the communities surrounding the fourteen farms. 

Unfortunately, however, this growth means that the current FLO framework does not quite fit the Stellar model. As Stellar Winery continues to bring more farms into its multi-estate, a more adaptable fair trade framework will become necessary whilst still maintaining standards and social development principles.
Fair for Life is a brand-neutral third party certification programme for social accountability and fair trade in agricultural, manufacturing and trading operations. Their programme includes detailed environmental criteria and complements existing fair trade certification systems. The Fair for Life programme builds on widely acknowledged baseline standards such as the conventions of ILO, SA 8000:2001 and the social criteria of IFOAM.

The Fair For Life programme includes a Social Development premium, similar to the FLO programme, but crucially, there is no premium required for administration and marketing.The net result of this move is that more funds will now be available for further investment in  education, health, community facilities and housing.

Willem Rossouw concludes, “Stellar has built a reputation for doing business with integrity, of finding new ways to work and live together, and of building something bigger than all of us. This remains our philosophy“.
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