The Stellar Foundation and the Stellar Empowerment Trust

As Stellar evolved from a hired labour plantation to a multi-estate, it became clear that the Stellar Employees’ Trust, the body that represented the Stellar workers and managed the fair trade premiums and the community projects, needed to evolve accordingly. 

The reason for this is that it is difficult to reconcile pure economic activity and profit with social upliftment initiatives within the same entity. The activities of the Stellar Employees’ Trust have therefore been split into two separate entities: 

· The Stellar Empowerment Trust (formerly the Stellar Employees’ Trust) 

· The Stellar Foundation 

The Stellar Empowerment Trust (SET) will in future be the entity in which all economic activity of the workers of Stellar Winery, Stellar Farming and farms within the Stellar Winery Multi-Estate will take place. 

[image: image2.wmf]SET will own 26% shares in Stellar Winery as well as all other economic interests.  The trust deed has been changed to accommodate this after being taken through the discussion process with the workers.  The new trust deed is in place and is in Afrikaans for the benefit of the workers and beneficiaries as it is important for them to understand this document which will govern their investments in the future. The document is currently with the Master of the High Court awaiting registration.

The Stellar Foundation (SF) will in future be the entity in which all social activities of the Stellar Group of Companies will take place and has been set up to achieve the following: The Foundation’s Articles of Association are awaiting a final signature and once this is done, it can be registered as a non-profit organisation.
· Receive and disburse the Fairtrade premium according to the rules of our fair trade certifier, Fair for Life, and the wishes of the workers through the Joint Body. 

· Receive donations from donors other than Fairtrade and initiate local projects of a social nature in line with the wishes of the donor and the workers through the Joint Body and the Workers’ Committee. 

· Receive donations from donors and initiate donor-specific projects that may have nothing to do with Stellar Winery or its workers. 

· The SF will be registered as a non-profit organization and as such can issue donor receipts for tax purposes. 

Contact Stellar Winery

info@stellarorganics.com
www.stellarorganics.com
Tel: +27 27 216 1310
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